Commentary

PART II   Scene2

Line 13.1 can guess... the future

Agatha can guess that Harry takes no interest in
Wishwood (the past) and that Harry has some prospect
of a quite different sort of life before him; but she does not
grasp the nature of his present disturbed state, which
links them.
Line 18. Their meaning

The meaning of the Eumenides.
Line 22. That is one hell

Loneliness, separation from love at the very outset of
his marriage ('eight years ago*).
Line 25. The second hell

The sense of being parted from that real self, innocent
and capable of joy, that he had experienced at momentsl
in his childhood at Wishwood. (Compare what Mary says
of his real self, I. ii. 195-6.) It was a sense of happy
participation in life that had suddenly become a sense of
seeing himself as an object existing in its contamination.
Line 29. When! was inside the old dream

The dream of his isolation; in which he felt depersonal-
ised, but contaminated; he felt no remorse at what he had
done (in murdering his wife, as he supposes he did) but it
repeated itself endlessly in his mind. (Compare Sweeney
Agonistes, Sweeney's last speech.)
Line 35. When I was outside

At moments when he no longer felt this dream of being
parted from himself and contaminated, the death of his
wife seemed to have nothing to do with him, though it was
real enough; he could go back to Wishwood, forget about
it, and start again.
Line 39. But they prevent it

The Eumenides will not allow him this easy way out.
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